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Academic Employment:
Beginning August 2017, Virginia Tech, Assistant Professor, Department of Science and Technology in Society

2016–April 2017, Stevens Institute of Technology, Director of the Science and Technology Studies Program, College of Arts & Letters

2012–May 2017, Stevens Institute of Technology, Assistant Professor, Program in Science and Technology Studies, College of Arts & Letters. 

2011–2012, Harvard University, Postdoctoral Fellow, Dual Appointment in the Kennedy School of Government’s Program on Science, Technology, and Society and the School of Engineering and Applied Sciences.

Education:

Ph.D., History and Policy, Carnegie Mellon University, 2011. Dissertation title: Federal Regulatory Management of the Automobile in the United States, 1966-1988.  Dissertation Committee: David A. Hounshell (Chair), Joel A. Tarr, John Soluri, Jay Aronson, and Steven W. Usselman (Georgia Tech).

M.S., History and Policy, Carnegie Mellon University, 2006. 

B.A., Philosophy, University of Illinois at Urbana Champaign, 2003. Senior Thesis: Get Over It!: The Foucault-Habermas Debate and Critical Theory in the United States.

Publications

The Maintainers, to be co-written with Andrew Russell. Russell and I are currently developing a book proposal with a literary agent.
Moving Violations: Automobiles, Experts, and Regulations in the United States. Book Manuscript. Submitted to Johns Hopkins University Press in August 2016.

“’Safe Driving Depends on the Man at the Wheel’: Psychologists and the Subject of Auto Safety, 1920–1950,” Osiris, Under Review.
“The Dynamic Interplay Between Standards and Routines: Lessons from Industry and Government” (with Andrew L. Russell) in The Emergence of Routines, eds. Daniel Raff and Philip Scranton, Oxford University Press, Forthcoming. 
“Regulatory Enforcement as Sociotechnical Systems Maintenance” in NOvation, eds. Benoit Godin and Dominque Vinck, Palgrave Macmillan, forthcoming.
"Virtue via Association: The National Bureau of Standards, Automobiles, and Political Economy, 1919–1940." Enterprise & Society (2016): 1-30.

"The smart road not taken." IEEE Spectrum 53, no. 8 (2016): 46-51.
[Review] Arwen Mohun, Risk: Negotiating Safety in American Society, Enterprise and Society, 17, no. 3 (2016): 685-688. 

[Review] "Moving forward." Science 351, no. 6276 (2016): 925-925.

[Review] "The daring doctor." Science 349, no. 6251 (2015): 934-934.
Vinsel, Lee Jared. "Designing to the test: performance standards and technological change in the US automobile after 1966." Technology and culture 56, no. 4 (2015): 868-894.

“From Ethical Codes to Ethical Reasoning in Big Data,” with Rochelle E. Tractenberg, Kevin T. Fitzgerald, Jeff Collman, Michael Steinman, Gregory J. Morgan, Andrew J. Russell, and Lisa M. Dolling Journal of Science and Engineering Ethics, Published Online 11/28/14.

[Review] Alexis McCrossen’s Marking Modern Time, Business History Review 88, no. 04 (2014): 808-811.

“Innovation and Access to Technologies for Sustainable Development: Diagnosing Weaknesses and Identifying Interventions in the Transnational Arena,” with William C. Clark, Laura Anadon, Kira Matus, Suerie Moon et al, Working Paper, September 2014: http://www.hks.harvard.edu/centers/mrcbg/programs/sustsci/activities/program-initiatives/innovation/documents
“The Discovery-Invention Cycle: Bridging the Basic/Applied Dichotomy,” Co-authored with Venkatesh Narayanamurti and Tolu Odumosu, Issues in Science and Technology, Winter 2013.

Review of Philip Mirowski’s Science-Mart, Business History Review, Autumn 2012.
“The Crusade for Credible Energy Information and Analysis in the United States, 1973–1982,” History and Technology, 28, no. 2 (June 2012), 147–176.
Selected Digital Publications
“Elon Musk, Whitey on Mars,” with Andrew Russell, Aeon.co, forthcoming.

“Hail the Maintainers,” Aeon.co, April 2016: https://aeon.co/essays/innovation-is-overvalued-maintenance-often-matters-more
“An Unresolved Issue: Evgeny Morozov, The New Yorker, and the Perils of ‘Highbrow Journalism,” leevinsel.com, October 11, 2014: http://leevinsel.com/blog/2014/10/11/an-unresolved-issue-evgeny-morozov-the-new-yorker-and-the-perils-of-highbrow-journalism
“How to Give Up the I-Word (Innovation): Academics and the Career of a Concept,” Culture Digitally: http://culturedigitally.org/2014/09/how-to-give-up-the-i-word-pt-1/
“What-I-Will-Call-Ics Anonymous: Some Current Trends in Science and, especially, Technology Studies,” American Science: http://americanscience.blogspot.com/2014/01/what-i-will-call-ics-anonymous-some.html
“Why Carmakers Always Insisted on Male Crash-Test Dummies,” Bloomberg.com: http://www.bloombergview.com/articles/2012-08-22/why-carmakers-always-insisted-on-male-crash-test-dummies
Grants, Fellowships, and Dissertation Colloquia:
National Institute for Standards and Technology, “Design for Standardization,” $120,000 Research and Curriculum Development Grant, Co-PI, 2014–2015.
Lemelson Center Fellow, National Museum of American History, Smithsonian Institution, 2013.
The John E. Rovensky Fellowship in American Business or Economic History, 2009-2010.
Doctoral Dissertation Improvement Grant, National Science Foundation, 2009-2010.
Business History Conference Dissertation Colloquium, 2009.
Ford Motor Company Research Funding, 2008.
Dissertation Proposal Development Fellowship, Social Science Research Council, 2008.
The Socio-Political Construction of Technologies under "Technology-Forcing"

Regulations: A Tale of Two Automotive Technologies, "One" Government and "One"

Industry, National Science Foundation Grant. My tuition and graduate stipend were

funded under this grant from January-August, 2008.
National Science Foundation Grant for the creation of the Climate Decision Making

Center. My tuition and graduate stipend were funded under this grant from 2005-2008.
Academic Presentations:
“Standardization is the Key,” Hagley Museum and Library, October 6, 2016.
“Maintaining Capitalism: Labor History Meets the History of Technology, Again,” Histories of Capitalism 2.0, Cornell University, September 30, 2016.

“The Innovation Fetish,” Festival of Dangerous Ideas, Syndey Opera House, Sydney, Australia, September 4, 2016.

“Habits, Experiences, and Dispositions in the Study of Regulation and Technological Change,” Society for the History of Technology, Singapore, June 23, 2016
“Safe Driving Depends on the Man at the Wheel,” Science & Capitalism: Entangled Histories, Columbia University, June 10, 2016.

“Mary Poppins, Maintainer,” The Maintainers, Stevens Institute of Technology, April 9, 2016.
“From Global Competitiveness to Negative Externalities: Changing Conceptions and Roles of Research Consortia in the U.S. Auto Industry, 1978–2010,” Business History Conference, April 2, 2016.
“Governing the American Machine,” Drexel Standards Workshop, July 23, 2015.

“Technology’s Storytellers as a Political Theology,” Society for the History of Technology, Dearborn, MI, November 6–9, 2014. 

“Safety Depends on the Man at the Wheel,” New York History of Science Working Group, September 5, 2014.

“Regulation and the Liberal Tradition in America, Or Life as a Semi-Young Neo-Hartzian,” Policy History Conference, Columbus, Ohio, June 4-7, 2014.
“How to Give up the I-Word: Academics and the Career of a Concept,” Innovation and Its Contestants Conference, McGill University, April 18, 2014.
“How to Give up the I-Word: Academics and the Career of a Concept,” Infrastructures of Creativity Conference, Illinois Institute of Technology, April 10, 2014.
“Elevator Shafts and Rocket Sleds, or How the Military-Academic-Industrial Complex Built Ralph Nader’s Ammunition,” Market Cultures Group, New York, New York, April 2014.
“Virtue via Association: The National Bureau of Standards, Automobiles, and Political Economy, 1919–1940,” Business History Conference, Frankfurt, Germany, March 13-15, 2014.
“Self-Awareness and Organizational Renewal at the Environmental Protection Agency, 1970,” Leadership Self-Awareness: Insights from the Humanities, Management, and Social Science, Stevens Institute of Technology, November 8th, 2013.
“Learning From Disaster: Sandy, Communications, and Manifold Resiliency,” Idaho National Laboratory—Resilience Week, San Francisco, CA, August 13, 2013.
“Inventing Auto Safety: Technological Change and Social Innovation Around Automotive Risk, 1900–1940,” Smithsonian Institute—National Museum of American History, July 16, 2013.
“Humanizing the Machine: Theory and Pedagogy in Science and Technology Studies, 1968–1985,” International Society for Intellectual History, Princeton University, June 7, 2013.
“Bodies at Unrest: Impact Biomechanics as a Regulatory Science,” Society for the History of Technology, Copenhagen, Denmark, October 4–7, 2012. 
“From R&D to Technology Assessment: Regulatory Agencies, Strategies, and the Changing Nature of Knowledge Production in US Automotive Emissions Control, 1960–1980,” Sites of Regulatory Knowledge: An International Comparative Workshop on Regulatory Agencies, Institut Francilien Recherche Innovation Société, Paris, France, June 21, 2012.
“Making Trust During Crisis: Policy, Coordination, and Energy Statistics, 1973–1986,” Policy History Conference, Richmond, VA, June 9, 2012. 

“Manufacturing Trust: Experts and the Production of Energy Statistics in the United States, 1973–1982,” Organization of American Historians, Milwaukee, WI, April 19, 2012.
“The Politics of the Dummy Light: Liberalism and US Federal Regulation of Technological Risk, 1960–1980,” STS Circle, Harvard University, November 7, 2011.

“Envisioning Regulatory Performance Standards: Risks, Tests, and the Regulation of the Automobile in the United States,” Science and Democracy Network Annual Meeting, Cambridge MA, June 30, 2011.

“Have Automakers Made ‘Good Faith’ Efforts to Create ‘Feasible’ Emission Controls?: Experts, the Regulatory Environment, and the Clean Air Act Amendments of 1970,” Business History Conference, 2011.
“What if Michel Foucault and Walter Vincenti Had a Baby?: Standards,

Tests, and the Regulation of the Automobile in the United States,” Society for the History of Technology Annual Meeting, Tacoma, WA, October 2, 2010. 
“Establishing the State of the Art: Firms, Regulation, and the Production of Knowledge, 1970-1977,” Business History Conference, Athens, GA, March 25, 2010.

“Making the Crash Barrier: Medical Authority, Engineering Culture, and Bureaucratic Practice in American Automotive Safety, 1966-1980,” History of Science Society Conference, Phoenix, AZ, November 21, 2009.

Comment on Panel on “Risk and Hazard in the Manufactured Gas Industry in the 19th Century,” Society for the History of Technology Conference, October 17, 2009.

“Reconsidering Path Dependence,” Climate Decision Making Center (CDMC) Annual Meeting,

Pittsburgh, PA, May 21, 2007.
“‘Every Week We Find a New Devil’: The Crusade for Credible Energy Information and

Analysis, 1973-1982,” MEPHISTOS Conference, University of California at Los

Angeles, April 7, 2007.
“Historical Studies of Path Dependency: The Diesel Engine and the Failure of Early

Opportunities for Decentralization,” CDMC National Science Foundation Site Visit, Pittsburgh,

PA, March, 2007.
Peer Review and Professional Society Service
Executive Committee, Society for the History of Technology, 2016.

Social Media Committee, Society for the History of Society, 2014.
Reviewer for Technology & Culture, Social Studies of Science, and Enterprise & Society. 

Classes Taught at Stevens:
Standardization and Society, Fall 2014.

The History of the Automobile in the United States, 1895–Future, Spring 2014, Summer I 2014, Summer II 2016.
Computers and Society, Fall 2012, Fall 2013, Fall 2014, Fall 2015, Spring 2015.
Stevens History, Spring 2013, Spring 2014.

Sandy Studies: Hurricane Sandy Through the Lens of Disaster Studies, Spring 2013.

Introduction to Science and Technology Studies, Spring 2013, Fall 2016.
Knowledge, Nature, Culture: An Introduction to the Humanities and Social Sciences, Fall 2012, Fall 2013, Spring 2015, Fall 2015, Spring 2016.

Teaching Experience Before Stevens:

Teaching Fellow, Introduction to Technology and Society, Professor Venkatesh Narayanamurti, Harvard University, Spring Semester 2012.

Guest Lecturer, “The History of Cost-Benefit Analysis,” Environmental Politics, Professor Sheila Jasanoff, Harvard University, Fall Semester 2011.

Teaching Assistant, Global Village, Professor Mark Thompson, Stephens College, Spring Semester 2011.
Teaching Assistant, Government and Economics, Professor Mark Thompson, Stephens College, Fall Semester 2010.

Teaching Assistant, The Development of American Culture, Professor Scott A. Sandage, Carnegie Mellon University, Fall Semester 2008.

Guest Lecturer, “History of the Women’s Movement and Second-Wave Feminism,” The Development of American Culture, Professor Scott A. Sandage, Carnegie Mellon University, Fall Semester 2008.

Guest Lecturer and Discussion Leader, “History of Research and Development During World War II in Germany, Japan, and the United States,” Perspectives on Industrial Research and Development, Professor David A. Hounshell, Fall Semester 2007.

Guest Lecturer, “Systems in the History of Technology,” Technology and American Society, Professor David A. Hounshell, Fall Semester 2007.
Guest Lecturer, “The Role of Conspiracy Theories in Political History,” Spies and Assassins of 19th Century Europe: An Examination of the Parallel Development of the Large Espionage Systems and the Nation State in 19th Century Europe, Graduate Instructor Ruth Kittner, Spring Semester 2007. 
Public Presentations and Outreach:

“Sandy Studies,” Hoboken Historical Society, Fall 2013.

Radio interview on the history of automotive regulation on History for the Future, WRCT—Pittsburgh, broadcast January 26, 2010.

Presentation, “’The Maximum of Dispassion’: Varieties of Trust in the Formation of the Energy

Information Administration, 1973-1982,” Energy Information Administration (EIA),

Washington, D.C., August 26, 2007.  Attended primarily by present and former employees of the EIA.
